GENERAL LAWS OF RHODE | SLAND

TI TLE 16. __ EDUCATI ON

CHAPTER 38. __ OFFENSES PERTAI NI NG TO SCHOOLS

R1. Gen. Laws § 16-38-6 _(2001)

§ 16-38-6. Restrictions on commercial activity and fundraising in public schools

___(a)_No public school official or public school enployee shall, for any
purpose, solicit or exact fromany pupil in any public school any contribution or
gift of noney or any article of value, or any pledge to contribute any nmoney or
article of value. No public school teacher shall accept paynment for tutoring
directly fromthe parents of a student under his or her instruction. If a teacher
is to be assigned and conpensated as a tutor for a student under his or her
instruction, the assignnent and conpensation nust be through the schoo
department pursuant to policies and procedures adopted by the school conmittee.
Nothing in this section shall be interpreted to prohibit a teacher fromtutoring
a student who is not concurrently under his or her instruction in the public
school and receiving conpensation for the tutoring from the parents of the
st udent .

(b) _No commercial goods or services shall be sold to students in the public
school s or on public school property, nor shall any comrercial materials (flyers,
literature, advertisenments, comercial materials, or solicitations) be sent hone
with students fromthe public school, except as authorized pursuant to policies
and procedures adopted by the local school committee, which shall, at a mni mum
address the foll ow ng:

(1) _The conduct and financial accountability of public school enployees and
public school officials engaged in comrercial activities for the benefit of
public school s;

___(2)_The use of schoolchildren to deliver comercial naterials to parents.

(c) _Any approved fundraising activity shall be conducted on a voluntary basis
and in accordance with rules and regul ati ons pronul gated by the school commttee,
whi ch shall at a mininum address the follow ng:

(1) _The conduct and financial accountability of public school enployees and
public school officials engaged in fundraising activities for the benefit of
public school s;

(2) _The specific circunstances, if any, for door to door solicitations and
door to door sales by public school students for fundraising;

(3) _The use of schoolchildren to deliver fundraising materials to parents.

(d) _The conmissioner of elenentary and secondary education shall provide
techni cal assistance to assist the school commttees of the several towns and
cities in the fornulation of the |ocal policies and procedures nandated by this
section.

H STORY: G L. 1909, ch. 73, § 10; P.L. 1922, ch. 2234, § 16; G L. 1923, ch. 77
§ 10; P.L. 1928, ch. 1230, § 1; GL. 1938, ch. 198, § 9; inpl. am P.L. 1939
ch. 2752, § 21; G L. 1956, § 16-38-6; P.L. 2000, ch. 142, § 2; P.L. 2000, ch
368, § 2.

NOTES:
REENACTMENTS. The 2001 Reenactnent del eted obsol ete | anguage in subsection (d).

CROSS REFERENCES.
School lunch progranms, § 16-8-10.

NOTES TO DECI SI ONS



1. IN GENERAL.

A school comittee, which had allowed use of school prenises for sale and
rental of musical instruments, did not, by its decision upholding such practi ce,
litigate any right personal to the petitioner who was engaged in business of
selling and servicing nusical instruments and who objected to this use of the
prem ses and he was therefore not entitled to appeal. Demers v. Collins, 98 R1I.
312, 201 A 2d 477 (1964).

~__(One engaged in the "retail business selling, repairing and instructing nusical
instrunents” is not thereby vested with such an interest as will entitle himto
seek mandanus agai nst school officials conmpelling themto prohibit the selling
and renting of nusical instrunments to pupils on public school prenises in
violation of this section. Deners v. Shehab, 101 R 1. 417, 224 A 2d 380 (1966),
cert. denied, 386 U S. 966, 87 S. . 1047, 18 L. Ed. 2d 116 (1967).



